






















WASHINGTON RESEARCH LIBRARY CONSORTIUM
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Shared Collection Print Monograph Retention Amendment

The Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU") regarding the retention of print monographs is an
agreement of the Washington Research Library Consortium (hereinafter, the "WRLC") and its
participating institutions identified below (hereinafter, the "Participating Libraries").

The MOU was originally executed in 2014 and stipulates that review and reaffirmation of the agreement
will occur at five (5) year intervals. It further states that this MOU may be amended with the consent of
the WRLC and a majority vote of the Participating Libraries

As part of the five year review conducted in 2024, the Washington Research Library Consortium
Library Directors Council unanimously approved the following Shared Collection amendment at its
meeting on September 27, 2024.

The amendment covers the MOU guidelines and the changes are highlighted below.

Guidelines
1. The Participating Libraries commit to preserving rarely held monographic titles. The

Participating Libraries agree to retain those monographic titles for which there are 10 or fewer
copies listed in WorldCat as being in the United States, based on the analysis of the Participating
Libraries' collections performed by Sustainable Collection Services in 2014.

2. The Participating Libraries commit to retain no fewer than one copy of each edition of a
monograph. Exceptions can be made by the Coordinated Collections Committee, as noted below.

3. This document is to be understood in conjunction with the policies governing offsite storage
[https://www.libraries.wrlc.org/wrlc-policies-shared-collections-facility/shared-collections-facilit
y-policies].


